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70S Reviews of Books 

The Frontier State, 1818—1848. By Theodore Calvin Pease of the 
University of Illinois. [Centennial History of Illinois, vol. II.] 
(Springfield: Illinois Centennial Commission. 1918. Pp. [13], 
457. $2.00.) 

The second volume of the Centennial History of Illinois is in more 
than one respect a notable book. Appearing out of order before the 
first volume has been published, it reveals the scope and plan of a co- 
operative enterprise so well conceived and thus far so well executed as 
to indicate that the study of western history has passed well beyond the 
backwoodsman stage. Following the pioneer who first blazed a trail 
through the trackless maze of unassorted source-material for the history 
of the West, there are now groups of trained historians sharing a 
common viewpoint, conforming to the same high standards of scholarly 
technique, working together in close personal touch with each other in 
a spirit of cordial and sympathetic co-operation. Such is the group of 
historians who have undertaken the task of relating the events of a 
century in the state of Illinois. 

The plan of the series is distinctly co-operative, an individual author 
being in the main responsible for each of the five volumes. The preface 
to the second volume, written " Somewhere in France ", reveals the 
extent of the author's indebtedness to the general editor, to members of 
the Centennial Commission, and to an assistant competent to supply two 
entire chapters without marring the unity of the whole. The result is 
a book which might very properly be entitled A Full-Length Portrait of 
a Frontier State. 

In the drawing of the outlines the perspective remains admirable 
throughout. Although some tediousness of detail in recounting factional 
controversies of local politics, or the bizarre experiments of frontier 
finance, could not always be avoided, the author nowhere loses his per- 
ception of the vital relation between state politics and the larger aspects 
of national affairs. Not only for an appreciation of frontier problems 
and conditions but for a sympathetic understanding of the Jacksonian 
period as well, it may be doubted whether the history of any state, 
unless perhaps that of its western neighbor Missouri, would prove so 
instructive as the history of Illinois. Situated at the crossroads between 
the East and the West, between the North and the South, and having 
within its own boundaries both a north and a south, the state was of 
necessity deeply affected by national policies of finance and tariff, 
public lands, internal improvements, and Indian affairs. It also caught 
the counter-currents of the slavery issue, and of those social, racial, and 
religious forces that have at times exerted so decisive an influence upon 
local and national development. Each of these topics is discussed in 
order, the arrangement of the chapters being logical and consistent with- 
out arbitrarily separating movements which could only be adequately 
presented in relation to each other. Thus portrayed, the history of an 
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individual state, while still retaining its distinctive local character, sheds 
new light upon many phases of national progress which have hot as yet 
been fully apprehended. 

Throughout the book, and especially in the admirable first chapter, 
the author manifests that true appreciation of frontier complexities 
which can only be attained through the laborious process of absorbing 
and digesting enormous masses of intricate and minute detail. The one 
serious defect in the make-up of the book is the lack of a satisfactory 
map showing roads, trails, rivers, and towns, upon which the reader 
might trace schemes of internal improvements in which the state was 
interested. An unfortunate misprint on the population map of 1840 
reverses the legend, making the map read as if the most densely settled 
area were that having the lowest percentage of population. A welcome 
addition in forthcoming volumes would be an appendix showing the 
representation of the state in Congress and the term of office of its 
governors. 

Martha L. Edwards. 

Federal Military Pensions in the United States. By William H. 
Glasson, Professor of Political Economy and Social Science in 
Trinity College, N. C. Edited by David Kinley, Professor of 
Political Economy in the University of Illinois. [Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace, Division of Economics and 
History.] (New York: Oxford University Press. 1918. Pp. 
xii, 305. $2.50.) 

The survey here presented of this intricate subject justifies the 
editor's characterization ; it is " thorough, full and impartial ". 

The author sums up the subject matter of his research as the origin 
of our federal pension system, " its development, its application to our 
several wars, its administration, and its political, economic, and moral 
relations and effects ". He has succeeded in producing a book which 
will interest and inform the general reader and at the same time com- 
mand the confidence of the expert critic, who will find here ample evi- 
dence of candor and of thorough research, while copious notes and a 
bibliography afford guidance for more detailed study. 

Almost exactly one-third of the book is given to a study of English 
and Colonial Origins and Revolutionary Pensions. This seems a dis- 
proportionate allotment until the reader discovers that the history of 
these beginnings shows in miniature most of the conditions which 
surrounded the passage and administration of later pension laws. Had 
the obvious teaching of this experience not been ignored, our Civil War 
pension legislation might have been kept more sane. 

Substantially one-half of the book is devoted to a study of Civil War 
pensions. "Active or tacit support of the pension system has been based 
partly on a sentiment of gratitude, partly on self-interest, partly on indif- 
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